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1898 Nelson Murder 
A Deathly Drunken Brawl 


On a Saturday afternoon in March 1898, two men while under the influence of 
alcohol, commenced to quarrel outside the New Inn public house at the corner of 
Barkerhouse Road and Leeds Road in Nelson. 


In the aftermath of the trial, the town of Nelson was left reeling from the violent events that had 
transpired just a few weeks prior. The death of Joseph Houldsworth had shaken the community, 
and the fact that his killer, Robert Thistlethwaite, had not been found guilty of murder was met 
with mixed reactions. 

Some believed that Thistlethwaite had gotten away with murder, and that the verdict of 
manslaughter did not do justice to the severity of the crime. Others, however, felt that the 
defence's argument of self-defence and Thistlethwaite's drunken state had merit, and that he had 
not intended to kill Houldsworth. 

Despite the divided opinions, the fact remained that Houldsworth had lost his life in a senseless 
act of violence, leaving behind a wife and three children. Thistlethwaite, too, had his life 
changed forever, having been convicted of manslaughter and facing a lengthy prison sentence. 
As time passed, the events of that fateful day in March 1898 became a distant memory, but the 
legacy of the Nelson murder lived on. It served as a stark reminder of the dangers of alcohol- 
fuelled violence, and the tragic consequences that could arise from a moment of recklessness. 
Today, the New Inn public house still stands on the corner of Barkerhouse Road and Leeds 
Road, a silent witness to the events of that day over a century ago. It serves as a reminder that, 
while time may move on, the impact of our actions can endure for generations to come. 


By Donald Jay 


